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Early Assembly Actions 


(Through Saturday) ) i Va! ig * 


ILLIAM A. ALEXANDER, Shreveport, La., pastor, is 
elected Moderator. . . . Effort to keep church year 

on April to April basis instead of conforming to calendar year 
shows only handful of supporters. Calendar year begins 1954. 
Jesse H. Baird, fraternal delegate from Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., extends warm and affectionate greeting, with 
emphasis on the imperative of reunion. . . . $2,000,000 cam- 
paign for Negro work and Stillman College is unanimously ap- 
proved for 1953. Called long overdue. . . . Host church 
offers perfect accommodations and efficient organization to care 
for commissioners. . . . Atlanta Presbytery asks Assembly 
whether the amended charter of its Westminster Church is now 
satisfactory. . . . Pre-Assembly conference on evangelism 
hears Samuel Hugh Moffett in moving appeal for intensive and 
rounded program. . . . Montreat is chosen for meeting place 
of 1953 Assembly on June 4. . . . Presbyterian Foundation 
offices to be left separate and in Charlotte, N.C. . . . Reso- 
lution is introduced asking Assembly to urge inclusion of all min- 
isters in the Federal Government’s Social Security program on a 
voluntary basis. . . . Action on charter of Westminster 
church, Atlanta, provokes long debate and involved parliamentary 
procedure. . . . Early tests indicate strong sentiment for 
absolute congregational powers instead of Presbyterian principle 
on property, but votes early Monday 295-72 advising church that 
its charter will not be satisfactory so long as it claims absolute 


ownership. 











Letters to the Editors 





Too Much of Ministers’ Time to ‘Churches’ 





Preach to Younger Members 


No. 11 in a series 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

These letters have been prompted by a 
twofold concern: first, that we renew our 
efforts to keep our children in church 
throughout their childhood; and second, 
that we try in every way possible to teach 
those who do come. Anything I have 
said—or will say—about adding a service 
is of secondary importance—a means to 
an end rather than an end in itself. 

As my own faith and conception of 
Christian vocation have grown stronger, 
I have come to be somewhat disturbed 
over the fact that ministers have to give 
so much of their time to the “churched” 
instead of being encouraged—and ex- 
pected—to devote more of their time and 
attention to our children, our young peo- 
ple, and to the unchurched. It seems to 
me that, with our Christian background, 
more of us ought to be able to stand on 
our own feet when the vicissitudes of life 
come. We expect our minister to stand on 
his own feet with the help of God, so why 
shouldn’t we do the same? Undoubtedly, 
more of us would be able to do that if our 
childhood training had been more effective 
and our commitment during adolescence 
and young adulthood had been more com- 
plete. 

Once we have been taught what is right 
and have committed ourselves (albeit im- 
perfectly) to following that which we 
know to be right, our chief need there- 
after, insofar as a service in the church 
is concerned, is that it provide strength 
and courage to enable us to carry on our 
Christian vocation during the week. It 
seems to me that the hymns, prayers, and 
Scripture readings might well be our 
major sources of guidance and inspiration 
and that, generally speaking, the sermon 
should be addressed to the younger mem- 
bers of the congregation. 

HOPEFUL PERPLEXED PILGRIM. 
Ecumenical City, U. S. A. 


Navaho’s Wampum Hunt Is On 


Hopi Reservation 
(Where Navahoes go because of 
Wampum hunt) 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Apparently editorials don’t have too 
much influence but this note is a belated 
“well-done” for your composition on 
Navaho College and its Wampum Club 
(OUTLOOK, Apr. 14), 

I might never have written you at all, 
but today I received a letter with several 
enclosures, so we can now inform gentle 
people like the President of Hanover Col- 
lege (OUTLOOK, May 5) that we must 
keep the new coach of Navaho off the dole 
(this pun is purely intentional). 

By the way, one of the enclosed reprints 
from Navaho College, taken from The 
Christian Century, is the most wonderful 
bit of muddled thinking I believe I have 
ever read. 

Yours for more Wampum, 

NAVAHO ’31. 


Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Ineluding Preebyverian. U. 8. and U &. A. 








NEED PULPIT SUPPLY 

@Belle Glade, Fla. 5 Aug. Sundays; 125 
mbs. On shore of Lake Okeechobee, in 
Everglades. 45 min. Palm Beach; 1% hr. 
Miami. $100 honorarium and manse. 1 
Sun, service; mid-week service optional. 
Robt. Ford. Box 811, Belle Glade, Fla. 


Appreciates Vacation Exchange 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
Many thanks for the aid that you have 
given me in securing a supply for our pul- 


pit for the month of August. I have se- 
cured ——————————— from your list of 
names (Vacation Exchange). . . This is 


fine work and we all thank you... . 
RALPH E. JONES. 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Gift-of-the-Week 





Vacation Fund 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

When a young minister of our church 
Was invited recently to become a bene- 
ficiary of the 1952 Vacation Fund, he 
wrote as follows: 


“We certainly want to thank you and 
the givers of the Vacation Fund for the 
opportunity of spending a week at one of 
the conference centers of our church. 
When planning for our vacation, we had 
wistfully thought of the possibility of be- 
ing able to do this; and then tried to figure 
out which relatives we would feel like 





descending upon with two children ang 
ourselves for a month. Now we can really 
have a wonderful week, with plenty of 
rest for my wife from cooking and nursery 
duties: and a wonderful, helpful confer. 
ence for myself on Church Extension. , , , 
In deep gratitude to God for the gift, we 
thank you over and over again.” 

Many friends of the Vaction Fund have 
sent in their much appreciated contribu. 
tions to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treas., Montreat, 
N. C. Those who have overlooked doing 
so will, we earnestly hope, send as gener. 
ous a gift as they can and as quicky ag 
possible. 

Already more than 300 of our ministers 
have been recommended to us as in need 
of the type of physical rest and spiritua] 
refreshment which a stay at one of the 
conference centers of the church affords, 
Unless, however, many more gifts are rea- 
ceived than have been sent to date, many 
of these ministers who do need to get 
away from their work and rest a while 
will not get away and their ministry may 
suffer in consequence. 

With genuine appreciation to all who 
through the years have voluntarily and 
generously made the Vacation Fund pog- 
sible through their very thoughtful gifts, 
we state the need, confident that there 
will be a continuance of liberal gifts to 
this worthy cause, Checks should be sent, 
as stated, to Mrs. Ira D. Holt, Treas., The 
Vacation Fund, Montreat, N. C. 

WADE H. BOGGS, Chairman 
The Board of Managers, The Vacation 
Fund 
122 South Fourth Street, Room 410 
Louisville 2, Kentucky 


SUMMER CONFERENCES 





Montreat 


Educational Association 


Robert L. Calhoun, of the Yale Di- 
vinity School, will be the headline 
speaker at the Presbyterian Educational 
Association of the South, June 24-27, at 
Montreat, N. C. 

This conference, coming in the first 
week of the Montreat season, attracts 
higher education leaders of all varieties 
in the Presbyterian family. This year, 
for the second time, the meeting is 
planned jointly with United and USA 
Presbyterians. 

Dr. Calhoun will speak to the entire 
group each evening on “Christian Voca- 
tion and Higher Education.’”’ The usual 
panel, discussing the evening adécress, 
will not be used this year. Instead, 
leaders in different fields of the higher 
education program will be heard. 

Amorg these leaders will be: 

John D. Millett, executive director, 
Commission on Financing Higher Edu- 
cation, New York; Raymond F. McLain, 
the National Council of Churches secre- 
tary, Commission on Higher Education, 
New York; Dean Francis C. Rosecrance, 
New York University. 

Morning worship will be led by John 
H. Leith, Auburn, Ala. 

President Frank H. Caldwell of Louis- 
ville Seminary heads the Association 
this year. 

Leaders for the various sections of 
the meeting include: 


College Administrators: Dr. Millett; 
Herman F. Reinhardt, public relations 


counsel, New York; G. W. Renneisen, 
Philadelphia; F. L. Jackson, Davidson, 
N. C. 


Seminaries: Dr. Calhoun; John 
Bright, Union Seminary, Va. 

Business Managers, Bursars, 
urers: as administrators, above. 

Bible Professors: L. F. Kinney, 
Rachel Henderlite, P. H. Gwynn, Jr., R. 
T. L. Liston. 

Student Work: Dean Rosecrance; 
Jos. Sittler, Jr., Chicago Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary; Harold E. Meyers, 
University of Miami; D. Mac Brown, At- 
lanta; Cecil Culverhouse, Marion, Ala. 

University and College Professors: 
Dean Rosecrance. 

Children’s Homes: 
heads. 


Treas- 


11 orphanage 


For the full Montreat schedule see 
OUTLOOK, May 19, p. 11. 


Massanetta 


Massanetta’s conference for the sum- 
mer are offering a variety of programs. 
A new wing has been added to the 
Richardson Building, the newest hous- 
ing unit on the grounds. The summer 
pavilion, renovated and enlarged, will 
serve as a second auditorium, seating 
300. 

The conference schedule follows: 


Young adults ...............--dume 13-15 
Va. Music Camp. ee 


eo eee weeee 


PE CE is. snot knkdaueceedsases 23-29 
Y. P. Conference .......... we... -30-JSuly 6 
Baptist Training Union ........... . 7-20 
Women of the CHOPER 2 s consecscces 21-27 
Baptist Assembly .. ............28-Aus 8 
Presby. Youth Work Camp .. .......4-l4 
Lutheran Assembly .. ........+20++--4-10 
Wa. Wet. WE. CONF. «one cccessccs + 10-15 
Va. C. E. Convention. .............-11-15 
Presbyterian Men.......... a epueeeee 
Bible Conference .. .....eeeeeeeeee e188 
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Church Property Debate Features Charleston Meeting 


w. A. Alexander, of Shreveport, La., 
Is Named Over Four Others 
As Assembly’s Moderator 


For the first time in seven years, a 
pastor was named Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, when William A. Alex- 
ander, First church, Shreveport, La., 
was elected in the Charleston meeting. 
(Last pastor-moderator was T. K. 
Young of Memphis.) 

Rules of the Asembly limit the vote 
to two ballots. On the second ballot, 
Dr. Alexander received 216 votes, J. J. 
Murray, Lexington, Va., pastor, received 
178. 

On the first ballot 395 votes were cast 
as follows: Alexander, 140; Murray, 
124; James L. Fowle, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., 62; Marshall C. Dendy, Orlando, 
Fla., 38; and John McSween, Clinton, 
8. C., 31. 

Dr. Alexander was nominated by S. 
Brooks McLane, president of Tex-Mex 
Institute, Kingsville, Texas; the nomi- 
nation was seconded by John R. Wil- 
liams, Montreat, N. C., pastor and evan- 
gelist. 

Dr. McLane told of Dr. Alexander’s 
long and significant service in the 
church; his background—his father and 
grandfather were prominent in the 
church’s leadership; his father was the 
first compiler of the well-known Alex- 
ander’s Digest, summarizing Assembly 
actions and for 10 years was the Assem- 
bly’s stated clerk. Forty-seven years 
ago, W. A. Alexander served as a page 
boy at the Assembly. His pastorates 
have included: Brownsville. Tenn.; Cen- 
tral church, Mobile, Ala.; Highland 
Park, Dallas; South Highlands, Bir- 
mingham; First, Charlotte, and for 
seven years, First, Shreveport. He was 
long a member of what is now the Board 
of World Missions and serves today on 
the Board of Annuities and Relief; he 
knows the work of the church from all 
angles, said Dr. McLane. He has the 
know-how to do the job. He will re- 
present no particular area and no spec- 
ial group, but the whole church. 

Dr. Williams, in his seconding 
speech, paid his respects to Dr. Fowle 
as a seminary classmate and said, ‘‘He 
knows I’m for him,” but, he said, Dr. 
Alexander is the best man who has been 
hominated here tonight. He grew up 
in the machinery of the church. He 
quoted a letter from the office of the 
Board of World Missions strongly en- 
dorsing him. Above everything else, Dr. 
Williams said, he is a pastor-evangelist; 





UNION NOTE 


To Alabama and Louisiana 


A message from the Presbyterian, 
USA, Synod of Washington, meeting 
on shipboard in Alaskan waters, was 
addressed recently to the U. S. Synods 
of Alabama and Louisiana. 

The message expressed the hope 
that “the day may not be very far 
away when we may be united into 
one great Presbyterian Church, 
reaching from the Gulf of Mexico to 
the Arctic Circle.” 

The S. S. Prince George, a Ca- 
nadian vessel, was chartered for the 
synod’s trip and meeting, with 250 
synod members and their families 
boarding the ship at Vancouver. 
Twenty Alaskan members joined the 
group at Ketchikan after traveling up 
to 1,700 miles by car, train, plane 
and ship. 











he is an evangelist in his technique and 
an evangelist at heart. 


Dr. J. J. Murray was nominated by H. 
Kerr Taylor, Milledgeville, Ga., and long 
on the staff of World Missions. The 
seconding speech was made by R. Mat- 
thew Lynn, Midland, Texas. Dr. Tay- 
lor described Dr. Murray’s diversified 
ministry, called him a great Christian, 
a man of deep culture, an able commit- 
teeman, a convinced cooperator and a 
great conservative. He told of his fol- 
lowing in ‘‘a succession of great lead- 
ers’ in the Lexington pulpit; his min- 
istry to all types and classes of people; 
his authorship of a number of books; 
his long service on the Board of Chris- 
tian Education, of which he is now 
chairman; and on the board of Union 
Seminary, of whose executive committee 
he is chairman. 

Dr. Lynn amplified the description of 
his contribution, told of his effective 
ministry to students and college pro- 
fessors (W&L & VMI), his work with 
young people on the Assembly’s youth 
council, his personal gifts and dedica- 
tion to Presbyterian procedure. 

Dr. Fowle was nominated by A. W. 
Dick, Memphis, Tenn., pastor, who told 
of his effective service as pastor, citizen, 
Board member. Judged by any stand- 
dar you choose, he said, he is a big man. 
There was no seconding speech. 

The nomination of Dr. Dendy was 
made by G. Fred Kelly, Gainesville, 
Ga., elder, and it was seconded by B. M. 


Thorough Provision Is Made by 
Host Church to Care for 
438 Commissioners 


Larson, Coral Gables, Fla., minister. 

John McSween was nominated by 
President L. A. LaMotte, of Presbyter- 
ian Junior College, Maxton, N. C., and 
the seconding speech was by Philip F. 
Howerton, Charlotte, N. C., elder. 

The tabulation votes, now cared for 
in an ante-room, was under the direction 
of the temporary clerks named by Stated 
Clerk E. C. Scott: D. T. Brandenburg, 
Bardstown, Ky.; C. M. Gibbs, Fayette- 
ville, N. C., and Paul W. Chapin, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Welcoming addresses were pre- 
sented not only by the host pastor, 
George H. Vick, but also by the Gover- 
nor of West Virginia, Okey L. Patteson; 
Mayor J. T. Copenhaver (a member of 
Bream church); Sam C. Hill, who was 
chairman of the entire arrangements or- 
ganization of the First church in its care 
of the meeting; and Prosecuting Attor- 
ney Frank L. Taylor, the First church 
elder who extended the invitation to 
Charleston last year. 

Another feature of the opening meet- 
ing was the singing of the combined 
choirs of the Huntington churches di- 
rected by Walter D. Eddowes. The en- 
tire Session of the First church also oc- 
cupied the stage, along with the choirs. 

Upon his induction into office, Dr. 
Alexander was presented a gavel made 
from wood used in building the oldest 
Presbyterian church in the Kanawha 
Valley area (Kanawha-Salines at Mal- 
den). It was presented by Elder C. C. 
Dickinson. 

Dr. Alexander, in his acceptance of 





ALEXANDER: Moderator of the 92nd 








office, said he had heard that he was to 
be nominated as Moderator and the 
night before the Assembly opened he 
thought he should have some kind of 
speech ready if there should be some 
such “slip twixt cup and lip” as to re- 
sult in his election. But, he said, as he 
lay on his bed thinking what might be 
appropriate for him to say, he fell 
asleep. He made _ appropriate 
ments, however, seeking the Assembly’s 
support and cooperation and expressing 
appreciation for the gavel. 

Dr. McCain passed on to the new 
Moderator, the silver gavel given several 
years ago by the Presslys, missionaries 
to Mexico, and the Celtic Cross which 
goes from Moderator to Moderator both 
in the U. S. and USA churches, looking 
toward the time when the two crosses 
will be welded together. (Newspaper 
references which called this ‘‘a crucifix’’ 
doubtless caused some raised Presbyter- 
ian eyebrows. ) 

FRIDAY 

All of Friday morning (and Saturday 
morning) was spent in committee meet- 
ings where most of the Assembly’s busi- 
ness is transacted, conflicts of opinion 
or judgment are ironed out and reports 
are prepared for presentation to the 
plenary body. This arrangement, fol- 
lowed during the last three years, gives 
the Assembly a large number of reports 
for consideration beginning Saturday 
afternoon. 

Friday afternoon's meeting was fea- 
tured by the addresses of fraternal dele- 
gates. Thomas K. Young, Memphis pas- 
tor, former Moderator, and chairman of 
the Assembly’s Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union, presided over this part. 
James I. McCord, Austin Seminary pro- 
fessor spoke of the Presbyterian World 
Alliance. 

Robert Mulholland, from the United 
Presbyterian Church 
Ohio), brought cordial 
that body. (United Presbyterians, in 
their Albany, Ore., meeting had 
one dissenting vote in considering the 
proposal to carry on negotiations with 
U. S. and USA churches looking toward 
union.) Mr. Mulholland stressed ‘‘the 
affinity that exists between us... nat- 
ural ties in the old world and the com- 
mon heritage from our Reformation 
fathers who established our Presbyter- 
ian principles. Basically in our historic 
creeds we are of the same theological 
persuasion, and, according to the writ- 
ten documents of our respective denomi- 
nations, we hold to identical beliefs and 
practices.” 

Andrew D. Harcus, fraternal delegate 
from the Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land, former Moderator and former 
Stated Clerk, was the first representa- 
tive ever to appear before the U. S. As- 
sembly from this church. His friendly 
greeting was cordially received. 


(Youngstown, 
greetings from 


only 


Dr. Baird Speaks 
One of the moving experiences of the 
Assembly was the address of President 
Jesse H. Baird of San Francisco Semi- 


4 


com- 





nary, San Anselmo, Calif., the fraternal 
delegate and former Moderator from the 
USA Assembly. Dr. Baird presented a 
formal letter from the USA Assembly, 


with copies which were distributed to 
all commissioners. This letter said in 
part: 

* . . . One hundred and fifty years 


ago the Presbyterian Church in this 
country organized a missionary agency 
to carry the gospel and the fruits of the 
gospel to every part and phase of the 
American frontier. That agency, now 
the Board of National Missions, had had 
a glorious history. The anniversary of 
its founding brings hack to memory the 
days when Presbyterians in the North 
and in the South of our country were 
able to make a united approach to the 
nation’s spiritual problems which in 
recent times has not been possible. It 
is natural that on such an oceasion as 
this we should recall, with deep longing 
for its return, the undivided unity in 
missionary action which marked Amer- 
ican Presbyterianism in the great fron- 
tier days of our national history. 

We, on our part, as we face the momen- 
tous tasks which Jesus Christ assigns 
to Presbyterians today, on the moving 
frontiers of his Kingdom at home and 
abroad, pledge ourselves to him and to 
you our brethren, that we shall pray and 
live and work that, by his abounding 
grace, the breach in Presbyterian unity 
may be repaired. We dare to envisage, 
in the interests of our common service 
to Christ, a structural reunion of our 


two churches, and of their missionary 
agencies, which would be worthy of the 
spiritual oneness which we enjoy in 
him and in the religious heritage re. 
ceived from our fathers. ... 

“We rejoice in the reports which haye 
been made to this General Assembly py 
our Commission on Inter-Chureh Rela- 
tions concerning the spirit of unity 
which has prevailed in these gatherings 
(with representatives of the United anq 
U. S. churches), and the constructive re. 
commendations to which they gave 
birth. We equally rejoice in the many 
manifestations of practical unity and co- 
operative effort which have marked the 
past year. We welcome in this connec. 
tion the prospect of united efforts in 
evangelism, in stewardship, and in other 
realms, which are projected for the 
years ahead. While, in obedience to the 
Biblical injunction, we ‘rejoice with 
trembling,’ it is our deep conviction that 
the Holy Spirit is at work in our three 
communions, and that he will graciously 
help us to tread the path of negotiation 
to its desired end, and bring us at length 
to the goal of our aspiring. 

“The reunited church to which we 
look forward would make it possible, in 
a new sense, to proclaim and manifest 
to the world that view of the Christian 
church as an instrument of God’s glory 
which has been the supreme contribu- 
tion of Reformed thought to the Church 
Universal. We want our Presbyterian 
heritage to have a worthy contempo- 
rary organ which God, in his sovereign 
condescension, might use for his glory 
in this generation. This is the reason, 

(Continued on page 7) 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions below are Charles L. Crane, longtime missionary to the 
Belgian Congo, and Jos. M. Gettys, until recently professor of Bible, Assem- 
bly’s Training School. 


JESUS’ BROTHERS, SISTERS 
Did Jesus have any brothers or 
sisters and, if so, how many? 

CRANE—All four gospels mention 
the brothers of Jesus, and both Matthew 
and Mark mention specifically four 
brothers—James, Joseph, Simon and 
Judas, and an unnamed number of sis- 
ters. The fact that Matthew adds ‘and 
his sisters, are they not all with us?’’ 
implies that there were more than two, 
certainly as many as three. There were 
three views as to who these brethren 
were. Jerome took the position that 
they were cousins of our Lord’s, and 
there’s another view that they are sons 
of Joseph by a former marriage, and 
there’s a third view that they were 
children of Joseph and Mary after the 
birth of Jesus. I think we can argue 
that they were blood brothers of Jesus 
by the fact that the Gospels mention 
them as living with Mary at Nazareth. 
I think that also there is a strong argu- 
ment that they could have been born of 
Mary and Joseph by the fact that 
Matthew mentioned in verses 24 and 
25 of the first chapter that the marriage 
relations of Joseph and Mary were those 
of a natural and normal kind. Then 
Luke 2:7 speaks of the first-born. 
Mary brought forth her first-born, indi- 
cating that there might have been 
others after him. 


DIVINE HEALING 
do you think of divine 
healing? 

GETTYS—I think a great deal of it 
if you let me define it. I don’t know 
exactly what was meant by the ques- 
tioner. There is a type of divine heal- 
ing in which some person suggests to a 
group that an individual who has been 
crippled for a long time, or has been 
ill for a long time, is healed. I believe 
in divine healing in this sense, that God 
has created our bodies with certain 
powers of recovery, which, when drugs 
and the care of doctors and nurses and 
loved ones are used, may help us to get 
well. I don’t think that people in the 
ordinary Protestant churches, perhaps, 
have made the most of the recognition 
that God is at work in human life to 
heal. Now I don’t have accurate in- 
formation to know how many persons 
are healed by these men or women who 
come along and promise healing. I do 
know that a great deal of joint work 
may be done through the prayers of 
God’s people and through the confidence 
that a person has through faith in God 
and the best care that doctors and 
nurses and the medical profession cal 
give. I believe that more and more wé 
are coming to see that the minister and 
the physician are partners in this busi- 
ness of divine healing. 

ANY . QUESTIONS? 


What 
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@ Excerpts from the Assembly’s Opening Sermon 


What Is Ahead for the Church? 


“Upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.’-—Matthew 16:18. 


as the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church in _ the 
United States, I propose an exceedingly 
relevant question for our considera- 
tion—a question that every Christian 
generation has felt constrained to ask 
and try to answer—What Is Ahead for 
the Church? . . 

The first answer to that question was 
given by Jesus Christ himself after 
Simon Peter’s magnificent confession at 
Caesarea Philippi: ‘‘Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.”’ Christ an- 
swered the question, ‘‘What is ahead for 
the church?’”’ with words that I have 
chosen as the text for this message: 
“Upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.’ 

* ~ * 


A S WE BEGIN our work together 


Of course I do not claim any special 
prerogatives or unusual ability in an- 
swering the question, but I offer no 
apology for the attempt. Indeed, I be- 
lieve that we who love the church and 
who have offered our lives in the ser- 
vice of the church have an obligation to 
stand upon the ramparts of our time and 
try to put into words what we see. 

* * * 

What do we who are gathered for 
this meeting of the General Assembly of 
our church see on the horizon for the 
church of Christ? 


I. 

What is ahead for the church? Well, 
surely, an honest, discerning realism 
sees on the horizon a critical period of 
opposition from forces outside the 
church. 

These recent years have witnessed a 
savage frontal attack on Christianity by 
those who regard the Christian religion 
as a menace to all for which they stand 
and as a bulwark against the sinister 
designs which they pursue. This at- 
tack was aggressively launched a decade 
ago by godless totalitarianisms that we 
knew as Naziism and Fascism. Today 
Communism confronts the Christian 
church in vast areas of the earth’s sur- 
face, challenging every tenet of her 
faith and menacing her ministry and 
her mission both openly and with devil- 
ish subtlety. 

Just about the time the Second World 
War started in Europe, Adolph Keller 
wrote a prophetic little book called 
Five Minutes to Twelve in which he 
warned the churches of Christendom 
that they were facing an onslaught from 


*Dr. Alston, the president of Agnes 
Seott College, was asked by the retiring 
moderator to preach this sermon be- 
cause he was formerly pastor of the 
First church, Charleston, W. Va., where 
the Assembly is in session. 
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a brutal, intolerant, and consciously 
anti-Christian paganism. He called 
upon the Christian churches of the 
world to set their houses in order and to 
get ready for the fight. It is note- 
worthy that Dr. Keller’s warning was 
addressed primarily to the churches of 
England and North America. He dis- 
tinctly stressed the fact that the opposi- 
tion to be encountered will not show 
itself uniformly, but will be manifest 
in terms of the traditions and problems 
of each country. Nevertheless, insisted 
Dr. Keller, the fight faces us—and it is 
a fight to the finish with the relentless 
forces of secularism that will be satis- 
fied with nothing less than throwing off 
the yoke of Christ. 

In the winter of 1940, Dr. John 
Mackay of Princeton said virtually the 
same things in the Sprunt Lectures at 
Union Seminary. He declared that 
“Christ is being repudiated today by the 
most potent representative forces in con- 
temporary civilization.” Dr. Mackay 
called upon the church to face the fact 
that the kingdoms of this world despise 
the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ, 
and that they are challenging us with 
the battle-cry, ‘““We will not have this 
man to rule over us.’’ 

I believe we would be blind and in- 
excusably stupid not to face the fact 
that the church has ahead of her a 
critical period of opposition from forces 
on the outside. 

II. 

What is ahead for the church? 
Again, an honest, discerning realism 
sees on the horizon the inevitable neces- 
sity of dealing with maladies afflicting 
the church from within. To my mind, 
these infections are much more serious 
than are the forces that hate the church 
from without. They are more subtle, 
more difficult to combat, and more 
capable of inflicting permanent harm. 
Let me mention a few of these, with 
particular reference to the church in 
America. 

For one thing, the church has suf- 
fered, and in some quarters still suffers, 
from uncertainty as to what her message 
is. Our Southern Presbyterian Church 
is conservative, and we have not felt the 
full force of this condition; but by and 
large, there has been a “floundering 
about” on the part of those who preach 
and teach in the churches of America 
throughout recent years. I have no 
patience with quibbling, heresy-hunting, 
or obscurantism. But it is not asking 
too much (is it?) to expect the Chris- 
tian church after nineteen centuries to 
know what constitutes her gospel. The 
gospel does not need to be devised or 
contrived; according to the New Testa- 
ment it has been given. . 

Then too, the church has sometimes 


been confused as to what her mission is. 
Strange as it may seem, churches have 
on occasions permitted themselves to be 
drawn into partisan controversies, to 
espouse causes, and to champion enter- 
prises that have had little relevance to 
her primary task. Let us assert un- 
equivocally that the church’s essential 
function is to produce Christians who 
individually and corporately will change 
the heart of the social order. To pro- 
duce Christians involves ‘seeking the 
lost” and ‘helping the found to grow 
into Christ-likeness.’”’ It is the church’s 
task to create the creators of a new 
civilization. Jesus put the matter into 
the clearest possible language when he 
commissioned his disciples saying, ‘“‘Go 
ye, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations . . teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.” 


Another malady afflicting the church 
is the spirit of divisiveness. Some 
years ago Dr. Peter Ainslie called our 
American denominationalism “the 
scandal of Christianity.’’ There is little 
excuse for an aggressive sectarianism 
and denominational competitiveness in 
a broken and confused world. The 
church of Jesus Christ ought to be able 
to present a united front against the 
onslaught of evil. How can we ever 
again justify the dissipation of our 
energies through bickering, overlapping 
of effort, and petty denominational 
jealousies? I am aware that in recent 
years the church has made some notable 
progress toward unity of aim and effort. 
Nevertheless, there is much to be de- 
sired in this matter of cooperation be- 
tween the various branches of Christen- 
dom in America and throughout the 
earth. We Christians ought to be 
utterly ashamed of ourselves for our 
failure at such a time to make a united 
and compelling impact when we speak 
and act. 

Then, surely we ought to be concerned 
about the growing tendency of the 
Protestant Church in America to be- 
come a class church. More and more, 
the primary strength of the church and 
the chief focus of reference in its pro- 
gram is in middle-class urban society. 
The rural peoples, the laboring classes, 
and the intellectuals have been to a con- 
siderable extent alienated from our 
Protestant churches. Moreover, there 
is a temptation to limit further the 
church in America to people whose skin 
is white. Is it conceivable that the 
Master, whom we claim to follow, would 
countenance race and class preferment 
in the church that he established—the 
church whose function it is, as the 
Apostle Paul asserts, to be his body, 
“the fullness of him that filleth all in 
all’’? 

Then, by no means less serious than 
other afflictions is the spirit of world- 
liness within the church. 








Our American churches are filled 
with nice, respectable people who 
differ very little in their thinking or 
behaviour from people who do not 
belong to the churches. Our church 
folk refiect their environment, con- 
forming to it, rather than transform- 
ing it. 


No more subtle danger to the in- 
tegrity of the Christian church threat- 
ens than this lack of distinctiveness in 
the lives of people who belong to our 
churches. 


Il. 

In the effort to answer the question, 
‘“‘What is ahead for the church?”’ there 
is something else that ought to be said. 
An honest, discerning realism sees on 
the horizon, days of incomparable oppor- 
tunity for the church. 

The first assembly of the World 
Council of Churches that met at Am- 
sterdam made use of a significant phrase 
descriptive of the church—‘Man’s Dis- 
order and God’s Design.’”” What God 
intended his church to be and to do is, 
for Christians, certainly the crux of our 
thinking about the church. The New 
Testament leaves us in no uncertainty 
about God’s intention for his church. 
The church is very human, very faulty— 
has been so through the centuries, even 
in the early days of her life. And yet 
the church is not just a human institu- 
tion. The church has been and is today, 
guilty of untold failures. And yet the 
church has not failed, indeed, cannot 
fail. . 

Our confidence in the church’s ca- 
pacity not only to last through these 
terrible years, but to achieve new and 
glorious conquests, is not to be ac- 
counted for by her endowment in man- 
power, in financial resources, or in 
skills or techniques. It is a great time 
for the church because the church is 
endowed, as is no institution on earth, 
with the Spirit of the living God. The 
church is alive with the very life of 
God. This fact, and this fact alone, ex- 
plains the survival of the church 
through the centuries. . 

Embodying his living Spirit, the 
church is, indeed, ‘‘the extension of the 
incarnation,’’ as Bishop Charles Gore 
has aptly said. Let us not hesitate to 
affirm that the church is the instrument 
of God in our time for the achievement 
of his purposes. 


A. The assumption of a courageous 
moral leadership by the Christian 
church is one of the urgent needs of the 
present hour. 


Mr. John Foster Dulles has told us 
that in his opinion the power of the 
Soviet Communist Party in the world 
“is due to the fact that while in a sense 
the Soviet state moved into a power 
vacuum in Europe and Asia, the Soviet 
Communist Party has moved into a 
moral vacuum in the world.’’ President 
Howard Lowry of Wooster in comment- 
ing upon Mr. Dulles’ statement said, 
“Our secular relativism has had no 
more searching indictment.” 


“A moral vacuum in the world’’! 
There ought never to have been a moral 
vacuum! One of the currents in modern 
life which no thoughtful person under- 
estimates is the widespread loss of a 
sense of the ineradicable distinction be- 
tween right and wrong. There is no 


denying that the clear-cut difference 
between right and wrong has become 
blurred in the thinking of many of our 
Black and white 
into a dull gray. 


day and generation. 
have been blended 





ALSTON: That Presbyterians may have 
a worthy share. 


Many hold that each age makes its own 
morals. There is a subtle tendency to 
look upon moral standards as mere de- 
vices of expediency, representing only 
changing customs and conventions. 

Perhaps the dominant reason for 
moral confusion in many lives has been 
a loss of faith in a personal God, the 
30d of the Bible, the God and Father of 
Jesus Christ. Without this sense of 
being vitally related to God, men soon 
or late lose all moral distinctions. . 

The church of Jesus Christ must not 
be timid, hesitant, or apologetic about 
assuming a forthright moral leadership 
today. In the name of her Lord she 
must highly resolve that never again 
will there be a moral vacuum in the 
world. 

B. These times challenge the church 
to undertake an evangelism that is both 
extensive and intensive. 

We Christians must evangelize the 
world. Now what does that mean? We 
have heard the phrase so much and 
have used it so often that it sounds 
hackneyed and worn. But it has mean- 
ing—and that meaning is important. 
To evangelize is to take truths about 
the deep matters of life to people who 
need them so much that they make all 
the difference between life and death, 
hope and despair. These truths are 
good news—if people only knew it—and 
if we who bear these truths only realized 


it! These truths strike at the real prob- 
lems of life; they deal with God and the 
soul; with Jesus Christ and his mission; 
with life here, and its meaning; with 
life hereafter. I say, we Christians 
must evangelize the world. We claim 
to have a message that is redemptive— 
a message about a Supernatural Pergop 
who is alive forevermore, who can gaye 
unto the uttermost all who call upon 
him in faith. If we really mean that we 
want to do something about the healing 
of the hurt of mankind, this is our 
supreme opportunity. 

This is the day for missions—world 
missions—missions within America and 
missions to the ends of the earth. We 
must not see this mission enterprise in 
petty terms. It is a global task—and a 
global task is costly business. It de 
mands great perspective, statesmanship 
of a high order, enlarged personnel, and 
at least ten times the money we are now 
investing in it—if we are really to do 
something worthy of Christ in our 
day. 

The church’s evangelistic task is not 
only extensive, but intensive as well. 
We must apply the truth of the gospel 
in every area of life. We have been in- 
excusably reluctant to do this. There 
are areas of human experience that have 
never yet been brought under the sway 
of Jesus Christ. The gospel must be 
brought to bear upon education, upon 
business, upon politics, upon race re- 
lations, upon international affairs. 
There is no realm of life that should be 
allowed to remain unevangelized. 

The Christian church must be utterly 
fearless in the presence of intimidations 
from any source whatever. Cost what 
it may, our job is to take this truth of 
the Christian gospel into our daily 
lives, into our relationships, into our 
business dealings—into everything we 
do and everywhere we live, move and 
have our being—until all of life shines 
with the radiance of the presence of 
Christ. Every concern of human life 
must ultimately be brought into cap- 
tivity to Jesus Christ who demands the 
Lordship of the whole of life. 

Evangelism, then, is extensive— 
geographical; but it is also intensive— 
psychological, ethical, and social! 


Cc. Then, let us specifically affirm 
that the Christian church is urgently 
summoned to exercise a leadership in 
human relations that is at once coura- 
geous and responsible. 


Surely this is not too much to ask of 
the church whose head is the Christ 
who taught men how to live together. 
His church must not only perpetuate 
and interpret his teachings about human 
relations, but must exemplify them. 
The practice of brotherliness within the 
church is a sine qua non if the message 
that we teach is to sound an authentic 
note in human relations outside the 
church. 

Let us be specific: the stubborn prob- 
lem of racial and class distinctions must 
find solutions within the church before 
the message of the church to the world 
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will be taken seriously. We need to see 
all men through his eyes and to deal 
with them as he would treat them. 
Until we convince the world that this 
is the rule and not the exception inside 
the church, the church’s claim to 
leadership in human relations in the 
troubled areas outside the church, and 
the church’s pronouncements on the 
subject will in all probability be 
rejected. 

D. Then, it is essential to recognize 
that a renewed concern on the part of 
the church at all levels of education is 
imperative. 

One of the most depressing aspects of 
our American culture is the increased 
secularization of education. Our consti- 
tutional provision separating church and 
state has been misused and abused— 
misunderstood and misinterpreted. The 
original purpose that gave rise to it has 
been obscured with the passing of the 
years. It was never intended that this 
nation should be Godless nor that the 
weekday religious training of our chil- 
dren should be made so difficult as to 
be regarded as virtually impractical to 
achieve. 

Let us not underestimate the brist- 
ling problems that must be faced in both 
secondary and higher education if the 
church is to engage her task in educa- 
tion with intelligence and determina- 
tion. Through cooperative agreements 
with the state, means must be devised 
to provide week-day religious training 
for boys and girls in our public schools; 
private institutfons at the secondary 
level where Christian teaching is inte- 
gral to the curriculum most assuredly 
have their place; appropriate Christian 
programs on state university campuses 
must be made increasingly aggressive 
and effective; and Christian colleges 
must be maintained as genuine Chris- 
tian colleges and as reputable educa- 
tional institutions maintaining a high 
academic standard. 


The church of Christ needs to rec- 
ognize that the battle of the future 
is for the minds and hearts of men. 


I wonder whether this has been said 
more effectively than by Professor 
Pitirim A. Sorokin, Harvard’s eminent 
sociologist, in his noteworthy book The 
Crisis of Our Age. The thesis of that 
book is still as relevant to our situation 
as it was when the book came from the 
press. Professor Sorokin holds that a 
crisis results when an ideal and a set 
of ideas underlying society break down. 
He asserts that this is really what has 
been happening to us. Ours has been a 
sensate society, built upon the assump- 
tion that the only reality is that which 
comes to us through our senses. There 
is nothing behind a sensate civilization 
to give it meaning, purpose and 
goal. . 

The hope of the world lies in finding 
ideas and ideals—a basic substratum 
of conviction and faith—something 
great and compelling enough to motivate 
men and nations to organize life around 
it. What a challenge to the kind of 
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education that the church professes to 
foster! 


E. Then, assuredly, it is clear as we 
look ahead that the church must press 
forward with the ecumenical task. 

Georgia Harkness tells of the skeptic 
who said, “I believe in the church uni- 
versal, and I regret that it does not 
exist.”” But it does! The late Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, William Temple, 
called the ecumenical church “the 
great new fact of our time.” This 
ecumenical movement within the church 
is rediscovering a thing that Paul saw in 
the first century and expressed in his 
Ephesian letter—that Christ breaks 
down the middle wall of partition. The 
Epistle to Diognetus written in the 
second century, makes reference to the 
Christians as “those who hold the 
world together.’”’ This has become true 
in our time to an extent never before 
realized in history. 


The Christian church is the only 
universal fellowship that transcends 
man-made barriers. The future be- 
longs to ecumenicity, to a world 
Christian community with Christ as 
Lord and elder brother. 


We who love the church must pray 
for that, believing not only in the possi- 
bility of it, but in its actuality. 

Fathers and brethren of the General 
Assembly, I think I am under no illu- 


sion about churches — Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Baptist and the rest. There 
are, admittedly, scores of lukewarm 


Christians in our churches. I am not 
unaware of the narrowness, the divisive- 
ness, the clumsiness, and the tragic 
ineptitudes of present-day ecclesiasti- 
cism. My faith for the future is in a 
church within the churches. That 
church is not a figment of the imagina- 
tion; I am confident that it already 
exists. The days ahead will bring it 
more clearly into view. It may not 
resemble some of our current denomina- 
tional procedure. It may dispense with 
aspects of our ecclesiastical time sche- 
dule, some of our forms, and many of 
our methods. 

What will the church tomorrow be? 
I pray God that it may be a revitalized 
church existing for the sole purpose of 
bringing his will to fulfillment on the 
earth. I believe it is the will of God 
for the church today and tomorrow to 
be ecumenical: that is, it will stretch 
across all barriers and bind together 
all who serve Christ sincerely. I am 
confident that it is his will that the 
church shall be evangelical: it will be 
concerned with a gospel of a Redeemer 
who can make men different and change 
human society from center to circum- 
ference. I am sure it is his desire that 
the church of the future will be practi- 
cal: it will be sensitive to the real needs 
of people and concerned to find ways of 
meeting such needs. God does not re- 
quire another instrument. He can and 
will purge the church of dross and lift 
the church by his power for the ac- 
complishment of his purposes on the 
earth. 


It is my heartfelt desire and my 
earnest prayer that our Southern 
Presbyterian Church may have a 
worthy share in all that the future 
holds for the church of the Living 
God on earth. 


I close this message as I began—with 
the answer that Christ gave to the ques- 
tion, ‘“‘What is ahead for the church?” 
“Upon this rock,’ said Christ, “I will 
build my church; and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.’’ 

Walt Whitman might have addressed 
his lines to those who love the church 
and who long for her triumph when he 
cried out: 


‘“‘Keep heart, O comrade! 
God may be delayed 
By evil, but he suffers no defeat.” 


ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from page 4) 


above all others, why we most earnestly 
seek the organic union of our churches. 
Never should we seek a united church 
for the sake of mere bigness, to be able 
to boast of a larger membership, or to 
wield greater power in the secular 
sphere. We should rather pursue union 
in order that as ‘brethren dwelling to- 
gether in unity’ we might become a 
more perfect instrument of the Holy 
Spirit, to unveil before our contempo- 
raries Christ’s matchless worth as the 
Savior of mankind, and to serve to the 
ends of the earth God’s redemptive pur- 
ose in him. 

“In these days when there are ‘gods 
many and lords many,’ we are zealous 
of what our fathers called the ‘Crown 
rights of Jesus Christ.’ We want to 
make Christ ‘Lord of all’ in his church, 
in every sphere in life, and among the 
nations of the world. It is because we 
believe that your church, and the 
United Presbyterian Church, are also 
unalterably committed to Christ’s Lord- 
ship over the whole of life that, in his 
name and for his sake, we seek closer 
relations with you and with them. For 
that reason also, our brethren, we 
breathe our souls into the high priestly 
intercession of our Lord, ‘that they may 
be ome”... .” 


Everybody Says “Aye!” 


In his address to the Assembly, Dr. 
Baird said one way to stir up enthus- 
iasm among USA Presbyterians is to 
say, “Hurrah for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S.” and everybody 
“Ager 


says 


“We extend to you in the symbolism 
of John Calvin our flaming heart in the 
extended hand, and it is sincere. It is 
no revelation to you that we are rather 
enthusiastic for reunion. I hope you’ll 
forgive us if we’re too enthusiastic, and 
I mean that. ... When unity comes, as 
I pray God that it may come, and 
quickly, it must be the spontaneous re- 
sult of our inner being.” 


Dr. Baird outlined urgent reasons 
why he personally longs for the reunion 
of the churches. Fundamentally, he 
said, ‘“We’ve had a family quarrel, and 
a family quarrel is always a scandal. I 
believe that a reunion of our churches 
would be redemptive—a demonstration 
to the world that would be redemptive.” 

(Continued to page 15) 
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EDITORIAL 


Commissioners Will Go Home 


Commissioners to the Assembly will 
go home singing the praises of the Char- 
leston. First church and the city in gen- 
eral. The minister, Dr. Vick, and his 
corps of helpers anticipated the needs 
of the meeting with splendid imagina- 
tion. 

The First church has a remarkable 
program and has established itself in 
the life of its city in a significant way. 
At the center of the state’s capital, it has 
a profound and far-reaching influence— 
and its opportunity is unexcelled. 

Every avenue appears to be used in 
advancing the church’s program and the 
efficient dispatch with which the work 
is done is a model for other churches 
and their officers to study. 

Something else. Commissioners were 
able to see a vivid illustration of the 
church extension challenge of today. 
The Kanawha Valley, with its rich and 
growing industries, offers one of the 
great opportunities to our church today. 
Furthermore, when you recall that it is 
only one of several throughout our 
bounds, it makes this port of our pro- 
gram come alive. 
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It would be a result devoutly to be 
wished that this Assembly would be led 
to devote itself and its means more com- 
pletely and more intelligently to meet 
the needs symbolized by this valley of 
industry. 


An Important Step 


We are glad to learn that the Assem- 
bly’s Permanent Nominating Committee 
plans to print its important annual re- 
port in the Blue Book next year, as 
other committees do. This will make 
this basic list of recommendations avail- 
able to the church-at-large and to the 
commissioners in particular. 

Last year and again this year the re- 
port was not made available ahead of 
time. With significant changes in the 
boards and agencies, it is only fair to 
the people who may be replaced, as well 
as to those who are going to be called 
upon to vote on new names, to know 
about these recommendations a bit 
ahead of time. 


Mrs. Smythe’s Award 


The magnificent recognition which 
has come to Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe be- 
cause of her Christian service in Japan 
will be applauded throughout the 
church (see page 11). 

To be the first non-Japanese and the 
first woman ever to receive the Medal of 
Merit of the Central Japan Press Asso- 
ciation is no slight compliment. 

It is good that she is in this country 
where her furlough will continue until 
August, so that friends at home can join 
in celebrating this honor which has 
come not only to her. 

This is a personal award, given and 
received because of a grand personal 
contribution, and nothing should hide 
that fact. But it is also a token. It 
lifts up one instance and it shows in one 
part of the world the sort of things the 
best of our missionaries have been do- 
ing for generations. 

Therefore, Mrs. Smythe has also 
brought honor to all missionaries and 
she has helped many non-Christians to 
see the missionary task and the church 
of Jesus Christ in a vital and meaning- 
ful way. 


In Passing 


THIRTY YEARS ago, when the Assem- 

bly met last in Charleston, there were 
some interesting differences (compared 
with today) to be noted. For one thing, 
it was a 7-day meeting; no such rush as 
is observed now. There were 22 stand- 
ing committees (11 now) with 120 over- 
tures, compared with this year’s mild 
48. 











* * «“ 
SCANNING the list of 258 commission- 
ers, no commissioner on this year’s 
list could be discovered. Wade H. 
Boggs, now a board secretary, was in 


the 1922 Assembly. The retiring mogq- 
erator of that Assembly was A. RB. 
Curry, the grandfather of Albert Curry 
Winn, minister at Nokesville, Va., and 


a 1952 commissioner. 
7 * * 


STATED CLERK at that time was 
Thomas H. Law, who resigned at the 
Charleston meeting, being succeeded by 
J. D. Leslie. Another footnote on the 
times is that the Clerk’s salary was then 
set at $3,600. 
~ ” a 
THERE was a to-do about charges of 
“unsound doctrine on the foreign 
mission fields,’””’ which the committee 
declared to be without foundation; 
there was something about the status of 
women missionaries and their activities 
within the respective Missions (This was 
cared for by a committee chairmanned 
by Theron H. Rice, father of Sherrard 
Rice of Huntington, of the 1952 Assem- 
bly); an ad interim committee was ap- 
pointed to seek closer coordination in 
the work of home and foreign missions. 
There was a question raised about pub- 
lications being sold by the Assembly’s 
bookstores—a perennial one; and there 
were serious points raised involved in 
the church’s control of Montreat. 
* * oe 
A HIGHLIGHT of the 1922 meeting was 
a visit to the home and estate of Gov- 
ernor McCorkle, who brought his invi- 
tation to the Assembly in person. Com- 
missioners also went into a coal mine 
and to the Libby-Owens Co. They were 
impressed by the fine number of out- 
standing speakers who were brought to 
them, mostly from non-Presbyterian 
bodies. 
* *” ” 
MINISTERIAL problems loomed 80 
large that overtures sought the estab- 
lishment of a Bureau of Vacancy and 
Supply. Well, just 29 years later, such 
an agency began its work as the first 
secretary of the Committee on the Min- 
ister and His Work, opened his office in 
Atlanta. That may serve to indicate 
how long it takes to get some things 
done. 
~ - 7 
IN A SPECIAL action of the 1922 meet- 
ing, W. Taliaferro Thompson was 
named to the publication board, now 
Christian Education, to begin his long 
service there. The Presbyterian Pro 
gressive Program was a name to be 
reckoned with in those days. And there 
was a comity effort with the A. R. P. 
ehurch. 
- . a 
THE INCOME tax form showed that 
Clancy had contributed $1,000 to the 
Holy Name Society. This brought @ 
visit by an Internal Revenue investiga- 
tor to the local priest to see if the claim 
was valid. Somewhat startled at first, 
the priest composed himself and ad- 
mitted that the contribution had been 
made. Reporting to his superior, the 
investigator said he was sure that 
Clancy hadn’t, but he was also sure that 
Clancy would. 
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CHRISTIANITY IS A JAR 


The Old Punster’s Sermon 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





————— 


“Whereunto shall we liken the King- 
dom of God? or with what comparison 
shall we compare it?’’—Mark 4:30. 





UNNING may or may not be the 
lowest form of wit, but it is cer- 
tainly a habit hard to shake. 

There is a tale about a punster in the 
days of the Vigilantes who had gone 
about as far as the community could 
stand. So they came around and threat- 
ened to hang him. Indeed they put the 
noose around his neck, led him to a con- 
venient tree, and asked him if he had 
one last word. I do, said he; no noose 
is good noose. So he died happy, amid 
universal rejoicing. 

Since the ministry is drawn from all 
sorts and conditions of men, some pun- 
sters have been found among the num- 
ber. They will usually defend them- 
selves by the reflection that puns can be 
found on some of the most impressive 
pages of Scripture. The prophet Micah’s 
first chapter contains a series of pretty 
atrocious puns, plays on the names of 
Hebrew towns. (Moffatt’s translation 
attempts to reproduce the punning ef- 
fect in English.) Jeremiah’s call, with 
the play on the words ° “‘shaked’’ 
(Almond tree) and ‘“‘shoked’”’ (watch- 
ing) is another example. Perhaps the 
most far-reaching play on words in 
recorded history is the one on Peter’s 
name (petros—petra) in Matthew 
16:18. 

At all events, there is a legend, 
hitherto most obscure, of a preaching 
punster (probably marked in transit 
often in the Minutes) one of whose ser- 
mons can be reconstructed somewhat as 
follows. 


RETHREN (he said), What is 
B Christianity? I want to say that 
it is a jar, and I want to say 
that three ways. Some folks think 


that Christianity is a jar, the kind 
you have on your pantry shelf. This 
is partly right, partly wrong. A jar 


is no use in itself, you don’t buy 
one for its own sake. You buy jars 
because you want preserves or jellies 
or home-canned beans or something. 
Now you can meet with a lot of 
people who think Christianity exists to 
preserve something else, and all the use 
they have for religion is to have a handy 
air-tight jar to keep something they 
like, whole and unspoiled. 

Some men admire most of all what 
they call Free Enterprise, which may or 
may not be a good name for what they 
really mean, and they look on Christian- 
ity as the best device they can think of 
to keen their particular economics un- 
changed. Others admire Demccracy 
above all things, and they want religion 
because they believe it is the best con- 
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tainer for democracy. However good 
Free Enterprise and Democracy are, 
this is a bad way to take Christianity, 
because it is thought of as only a means 
to an end. If such people thought some 
other jar was a better one, they would 
throw Christianity out this very night, 
for the only use they have for religion 
is to keep something else which they 
value more. 

Of course this view of Christianity is 
partly true, indeed there is a lot of truth 
in it. Christian religion does preserve 
society; if you took out of the world 
everything that Christianity has done 
and made possible, you would have a 
much worse world than you have. But 
all the same, if you do not love Chris- 
tianity for its own sake, or better yet, 
if you do not love Christ for his own 
sake, and not for the sake of something 
you really like better, you are a second- 
rate Christian, if indeed you can be 


called Christian at all. 
W saying that Christianity is a 

jar. Say that a little faster: 
Christianity is ajar. I mean it stands 
open, it is ajar like a door. ‘See I have 
set befcre thee an open door’’—a door 
ajar. 

That is what Christianity is, isn’t it? 
Everyone who has come into the Chris- 
tian faith from the outside, people who 
have been atheists, for instance, would 
know what I am talking about. They 
used to live in a world with no door. 
They were like little children lost in an 
immense factory building, the machines 
roaring all about them, seeing no way 
out. They were on the dark side of a 
wall that reached without a break to 
the brazen sky. Now they have found 
the way out. They have walked 
through a door ajar, they have come 
through that dark wall to another 
world. From a world of slavery to a 
world of freedom, from a world of de- 
spair to a world of hope, from a world 
without meaning to a world where Love 
is the Maker and the meaning of all 
things. 


ELL, there is another way of 
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Yes, Christianity is a door ajar al- 
ways; if any man does not pass through, 
it is never that the dor is barred against 
him. 


UT CHRISTIANITY is a jar in still 
another way. It is a jar, a shock, 
something to shake people out of 

their sleep and wake them to danger 
and to duty. It is no soothing syrup, it 
is a sharp and acid tonic. It is no silken 
garment to cover diseased flesh, it is the 
hypodermic needle painfully making 
way for a radical cure. It is a jar to 
pride, to complacency. It is a jar to 
everything in life, in personal life and 
no less in social and economic and po- 
litical life; it is a jar to everything that 
is out of line with God’s will. 

It came at first as a hardly noticeable 
tremor; there were those who were dis- 
turbed by it a little, but when from a 
certain cross near Jerusalem a dead 
body was taken down and put ina 
sealed tomb, these men were Satisfied 
there would be no more jars. But some- 
thing broke that seal, and the tremors 
began again and grew, till it was said of 
the followers of Christ that they were 
turning the world upside down. To this 
day there are those who do not wish to 
be disturbed. All they want is to be 
let alone. Christianity as a smooth glass 
jar to preserve their prejudices, their 
prestige, the world they grew up in, 
yes; Christianity as a door opening on a 
pleasant view of green hills far away, 
yes; but Christianity as a shock, a chal- 
lenge to the prides they cherish—no, 
they do not want this. But there is no 
use running away from an earthquake. 


What the congregation thought of all 
this is not reported. Presumably, they 
sat through it, but the Old Punster was 
not invited back. His approach, it was 
said, lacked dignity. 
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Reports to the General Assembly 


Minister and His Work 


Significant parts of the report on the 
Minister and His Work to the Assembly 
included basic recommendations for im- 
provements to the manse (OUTLOOK, 
Feb. 18) and figures to show a rise in 
cash 


the average annual salary paid 


pastors since 1941. The percentage of 
increase was 82.3%, compared with in- 


creases in other items as follows: na- 


tional income, 149.7%; manufacturing 
production workers, 117.2%; _ steel 
workers, 127%; doctors, 158.3%, and 
lawyers, 87.6%. More adequate pro- 
vision for salaries and allowances for 
car and other expenses are urged. 

All chureh agencies are called upon 
to examine their salary scales. 

Special committees in presbyteries, 
with a 3-1 preponderance of laymen, are 
urged to take the initiative in obtaining 
more adequate salaries for pastors. 
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Montreat 


Montreat’s program policy (OUT. 
LOOK, Apr. 14) was communicated to 
the Assembly in the president’s report, 

The significant material additions to 
Montreat equipment since 1947 are out- 
lined in the annual statement. Impor- 
tant plans for the future suggest: a 
sacred music program, enlarged youth 
activities, recreational opportunities for 
adults, work by the Wildlife Division of 
the Federal and state governments, and 
large-scale conservation and water con- 
trol propects ‘“‘to make Montreat a fish- 
erman’s paradise’’; improved telephone 
service; 50 efficiency apartments; a new 
community center, postoffice, shopping 
area, drugstore. 


Annuities and Relief 
(Continued from last week) 

Even though 2,242 ministers are par- 
ticipants in the Annuity Fund, and there 
are 513 #£(including widows and 
orphans) receiving pensions from this 
fund, there are still 73 ministers, 266 
widows and 20 orphans who are entitled 
to and receiving payments from the 
ministerial relief funds, since they were 
not covered by the pension plan. In ad- 
dition, 15 non-ministerial workers are 
receiving aid. 

The board received $24,683 in be- 
quests during the year. 

Pastors’ cash salaries are reported as 
follows as of March 31 each year: 


Annual 1950 1951 1952 
Under $1000 5 2 2 
$1000-1999 2 33 32 
$2000-2999 494 383 268 
$3000-3999 698 383 268 
$4000-4999 269 324 392 
$5000-5999 75 82 115 
$6000-6999 47 58 17 
$7000-7999 22 27 - 21 
$8000-8999 8 8 14 
$9000-9999 5 7 1 
$10000 and more 7 8 10 
AVERAGE annual 

cash salary $3,445 $3,618 $3,815 


Says the board: ‘‘Many salaries have 

been and are being increased: However 

. there are many for whom no in- 
creases have been provided.” 

The board recommends Assembly ap- 
proval of a group life insurance plan 
(OUTLOOK, Jan. 7) which would offer 
its benefits without physical examina- 
tions, if accepted at the beginning, to 
all ministers, agency and _ institution 
heads up to 65 years of age, in a $4000 
policy; skilled lay personnel under 66, 
$2000; and all others of six months or 
more service and everybody under 65, 
$1000. A minimum of 609 paid applli- 
cations would be needed before this 
could be put into operation by the Home 
Life Insurance Co. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








¢ 








JU 





OUT- 
2d to 
ort. 
ns to 
 Out- 
nDor- 


routh 
S for 
on of 
» and 
con- 
fish- 
hone 
| new 
pping 


» par- 
there 
and 
. this 
, 266 
titled 
| the 
were 
‘n ad- 
S are 


n be- 


ed as 


1052 


32 
268 
268 


115 


53,815 


; have 
wever 
no in- 


ly ap- 
| plan 
1 offer 
imina- 
ng, to 
tution 
$4000 
er 665, 
ths or 
er 65, 
appli- 
e this 
Home 


TLOOK 





Medal of Merit to Mrs. Smith 


Mrs. L. C. M. Smythe, missionary to 
Japan since 1917, is the first non-Jap- 
anese and the first woman ever to re- 
ceive the Medal of Merit awarded by the 
Central Japan Press Association. 

Now on furlough at Accomac, Va., 
Mrs. Smythe recently learned of the 
medal, a testimonial, a gold watch and 
50,000 Yen in cash. The awards were 
received, in her absence, by President 
Yoichi Ichimura, of Kinjo College, 
where Mrs. Smythe teaches. (President 
Ichimura was recently awarded an 
honorary degree by Southwestern at 
Memphis.) 

The testimonial was painted in orna- 
mental Japanese characters on a silk 
scroll, reading: ‘‘Testimonial: Mary F. 
Smythe, Religious Education and Social 
Work. You did much toward the pro- 
gress of culture and contributed greatly 
to the establishment of New Japan. 
Therefore, we duly present you with the 
Fifth Central Japan Culture Medal for 
Merit, with the highest praise.’ 

It was dated May 8 and signed by of- 
ficials of the Central Japan Press As- 
sociation. 

The 50,000 Yen, while only $150, is 
looked upon by the Japanese as equal 
to a gift of $500, at present rates of ex- 
change. 

President Ichimura, in writing of the 
unprecedented award, said it was made 
“in recognition by all Japan of the fact 
that, with the help of Jesus Christ, you 
have devoted your life with Dr. Smythe 
to missionary work and education in 
Japan. . . . The hearts of all of us con- 
nected with Kinjo College, both teach- 
ers and students, are full of joy and 
thanks. Words and messages of con- 
gratulation for you are continually 
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pouring into my office.’’ 

Dr. Smythe died in this country in 
1941, after being compelled to return 
here on account of his health. 

“Particular merits’ for which the 
award was given were listed as: 


“As a teacher at Kinjo College, she 
has educated a great number of excel- 
lent students. Her influence on 
women’s society in general in Central 
Japan, among the most important circles 
of women, has been quite remarkable. 

“Her social work in Central Japan 
has become famous, as a continuation 
of the work of the late Dr. Smythe. In 
1927, when in order that Kinjo College 
might become aéerecognized college 
licensed by the government to give de- 
grees, an endowment became a vital 
necessity, Dr. Smythe gave this endow- 
ment from his private funds. For this 
gift, and his great work for women’s 
education, Dr. Smythe received a Deco- 
ration, the Blue Ribbon Medal, from the 
Emperor of Japan in 1940. Her hus- 
band’s greatness must owe much to 
Mrs. Smythe’s quiet help. 

“In the war years in America, after 
the death of her husband in 1941, Mrs. 
Smythe played an active part in the Red 
Cross, at a military hospital in Charles- 
ton, S. C., where she worked hard to 
cheer and assist the wounded second- 
generation Japanese-Americans from 
Hawaii and the West Coast, who were 
serving in the U. S. Army. She enter- 
tained many of them in her home and 
wrote letters to their families in Hawaii. 

“After the war, in 1947, she came 
back to Nagoya again as a missionary 
in the Southern Presbyterian Church in 
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succession to her late husband, and be- 
came again a teacher in Kinjo College. 
Since then, she had devoted herself to 
missionary work, and has shown herself 
to be an invaluable friend of the Japan- 
ese people. 

“Her good works, which have been 
done very quietly, almost secretly, are 
innumerable. . as the Bible teaches 
us in Matt. 6:3: ‘Let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hand doeth.” 
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1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 

ON iii all aids caren tenenbinanieniil 17 7 7 17 17 
Presbyteries i ‘sanin ‘ Kwikecaios 87 87 85 85 85 
Ministers aie awenieke 2, 663 2,694 2,717 2,795 2,847 
SII. sid \-einicdensibconmbadcuonbnmninlannniaien 3,560 3,602 3, 647 3, 665 3,705 
Licentiates 18 12 16 27 24 
DE,» oh den cow neaduie canaw ld wemwes 569 700 739 907 982 
Nc ccc Gnachedehttindtecndaseccnenenes 42 32 35 82 64 
Ordinations ° coee 56 65 57 118 104 
Pastoral Installations 328 366 378 397 424 
Pastoral Dissolutions wwke 271 319 283 284 325 
Churches Organized 42 53 65 45 62 
Churches Dissolved 25 15 13 31 19 
Churches Received from Other De nominations 6 1 1 0 1 
Churches Dismissed to Other Denominations 0 1 2 0 1 
Ministers Received from Other Denominations 32 30 34 38 32 
Ministers Dismissed to Other Denominations 13 . * = 23 
Ministers Deposed or Divested of Office.. s f 7 
Ministers Dasened : ie ae 40 44 46 52 52 
Eo on vdshwegewaneewenaneneseeene 21,488 22,174 23, 252 24,064 25,008 
Jeacons ‘ ‘ 25,451 26, 686 27,992 28,972 30,158 
Added on Profession of Faith Latganaxkeees 26,140 19,293 24, 657 yo 7 
( f tion ° ee wae ovevn uaws re were. ‘ 3 7,05/ 

A i ic oa Son Mieete , Sabie 43,597 40, 443 44,420 40,560 38, 448 
Total Communicants —_ , eon 638, 652 653 , 594 675, 489 702, 155 718,761 
Adults Baptized , ‘ ‘ 15,770 12,334 14, 703 16,710 12,124 
Infants Baptized... rrr 15,381 11,916 14,736 16, 904 13,995 
Total Sunday School E nrollment wie 470,271 491,552 522, 112 548, 847 563 ,328 
Outposts or Chapels 662 62 587 ot RRS 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 
sions, Regular - et, 538, 641 $ 1,325,174 | $ 1,229,712 $ 1,300, 507 $ 1,480, 267 
mom aaa P ~_ am of P rogress ror >, 50% 633 , 203 *766, 272 443,190 $655,900 
Assembly's Home Missions, Regular 501, = 501, 698 eer Sioubaekes 
Emergency Fund nb decbabbia-cdancn eae 7 415 Peeeee) COeeeeeeeeree) COO t reer ereen) Cereererrrres 
Scenmien of Progress 134,758 185,810 159, 610)...... a Te 
Church Extension, Regular. ........-.--0-eeee efor e cece cena efor ee ee eee eenc le teteees 658 +089 741,934 
Program of Progreas.........-.-+eececcsecs ecco rece cccreeecfensceceeseeerdeseeeceees 139,376 403, 163 
Christian Education and Ministerial R elief, 7 “ 

Regular. ......2.ccc-cccccccccssccccscoces 385,530 37 8, 842 ED ot oi bee kebredll coseniidmece 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund Fh aiagre-micinnialacaeiia 4,891 5,367 1,526 ln lc ie 
Program of Progress seeeeeseeEr as 4,329 90,951 95,959 as nsseeaie 

Annuities and Relief, Regular enkendhonwintewles Cab eatesstatscddenesedtekeneennes 426,945 478,814 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund ‘ : 869 75 
Religious Education, Assembly, ero 124,492 149, 654 TS ets), Loeeenee aes 
Program of Progress wsremtint 86,148 79,695 3 ae 7 tases 
Christian Education, Assemb ly. eeeee eelbecs band 212, 467 235, 852 
Program Of Progress.........+-.-sceeceeccccenferseces a , ‘ tone 69, 865 101 323 
Assembly's Training School...............-- 53,737 157,401 86, 167 76, 836 112,627 
American Bible Society..................... 32. 483 35,711 +57, 245 31,245 34,574 
Other Assembly Benevolences 427 , 233 511,051 450,290 303, 822 247,760 
Religious Education, Synod and Presh yte ry 148,904 184,515 |) ee Sees 
Christian Education, Synod and Presbytery am 266,822 304 232 
Educational Institutions. . A * , 1, 294, 832 1,125,973 1,030,358 1,045, 609 1,732,724 
Homes ee ons’ 805, 666 799, 772 816,687 864.377 953 , 273 
Local Home Missions 1,809, 272 2,072,111 2,219,985 2,256, 707 2,666,577 
Other Synod and Presbytery Benevolences. 955.898 330.954 569, 293 548,273 567 , 520 
Miscellaneous Benevolences < 571.708 604,710 436, 109 773,084 961, 255 
Pastors’ Salaries , ae we ‘ 5.158.871 5, 841,325 6.061.020 6,628,953 7,180,358 
Current Expenses ins . \ 9,559,789 10,742,417 12. 283.189 13,252, 124 15, 155, 652 
Building Expenses 6,875,151 8,851,179 19,316,422) 11,121,597] 13,725,007 
Totals $30,489,730 | $34, 407,514 $38,088,733 | $40,421,757 | $47,739,087 
Per Capita: 
For Benevolences 12 94 14.93 13.98 13.41 16.25 
For Current Expenses 33.80 38.61 42 43 44.15 50.16 
Per Capita Totals se eeees $ 7741$ 5264/8 56.39)$ 57.5618 66.41 




















These figures are not in every case the same as appear in the preceding tables, but are partly derived from the 
The figures represent gifts from living donors only. 
*Contribution of $116,040, Birthday gift from the Women of the Cl.urel 


reports of the Boards 


is included. 


tContribution of $26,000, Birthday gift from the Women of the Church, is included. 
tContribution of $155,530, Birthday gift from the Women of the Chureh., is included. 





Ameucan folding Chaves 


NEW IMPROVED DESIGN 


DURABLE—strong steel frame 
SAFE—can’t tip, pinch, snag 
COMFORTABLE—extra-wide 
and extra-deep seats, backs 
FOLD QUICKLY, quietly, snugly 
SEAT STYLES—formed ply- 
wood, durably lacquered ; 
or vinyl- -plastic upholstered 


Write Dept. 143 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 
354 Nelson St., S. W. 2930 Canton St. 
Atlanta 3, Ga. Dallas 1, Texas 
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CAMPUS NEWS 





SUMMER 

In addition to items reported here 
last week about summer vacation plans 
for college young people, here are more: 

Priscilla Shepherd, of Agnes Scott, 
will be in Europe in ‘“The Experiment in 
International Living.”’ 

Three will work in settlement houses 
in London: Martha Beggs, of the As- 
sembly’s Training School, will be 
at the Presbyterian Settlement ip 
East London; and Belle Miller, of Agnes 
Scott, and Anne Judkins, Assembly’s 
Training School student of Bristol, 
Tenn., will serve in the West Ham Cen- 
tral Mission Settlement House. 

Conferences will attract a good num- 
ber of Southern Presbyterians (OUT- 
LOOK, June 9). Ralph Person, Uni- 
versity of Texas, in addition to the Lund 
conference, will also be in the Scandi- 
navian Conference, Ah, Sweden, in Au- 
gust; he will also attend the Finnish 
International Student Camp, Teiniharju, 
to be held during the Olympic games. 

In the World Student Christian Fed- 
eration Theological Students’ Confer- 
ence in August will be these Presby- 
terians, U. S.: From Austin Seminary: 


Ralph and June Bucey, John R. ‘‘Pete” 
Hendricks; University of Texas: Ralph 
Person. 


INDIA NEXT WINTER 

Art McDonald, University of Georgia 
student of Milledgeville, and Diogenes 
(Dick) Allen, University of Kentucky, 
have been named as official Presby- 
terian, U. S., delegates to attend the 
World Student Christian Federation 
General Committee meeting in India, in 
January, 1953, following which they 
will visit student work centers in various 
parts of India. 

Bettie Currie, of the staff of the 
Christian Education youth division, 
Richmond, will officially represent her 
church at the Third World Christian 
Youth convention in Travancore, India, 
Dec. 11-25. This convention follows in 
the Amsterdam-Oslo series. On _ her 
return Miss Currie will visit the church’s 
mission work in the Congo, Brazil and 
Mexico. 

Don Shriver, Union Seminary student, 
will attend the Travancore meeting as 
chairman of the United Christian Youth 
Movement. 

COMMENCEMENT SPEAKERS 

Mitchell—Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, 
N. C., June 8; Julian Lake, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., June 10. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Christ’s New Commandment 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 29, 1952 
Mark 12:28-34; John 13:34-35; 15:10-14. 


Our lessons this quarter have been 
based on the Ten Commandments, the 
pasis of God’s Covenant with Israel and 
of all subsequent morality, as inter- 
preted by Jesus. We come now to study 
Christ’s new commandment, his sum- 
mary and completion of “the Law and 
the Prophets.”’ 


I. Thou Shalt Love the Lord thy God 


Jesus’ summary of the Law and the 
Prophets was provoked by the question 
of a professional student of the law dur- 
ing his last week in Jerusalem. His 
enemies had sought by their questions 
to discredit him with the people or to 
bring him under the condemnation of 
the Roman authorities. One of the 
Scribes, perceiving that Jesus had 
answered them well, asked in order that 
he might learn, ‘““‘Which commandment 
is the first of all?” 

To understand this question we must 
remember that the Jewish code of mor- 
ality was extremely complex and con- 
sisted of a large number of minute re- 
quirements and regulations (the rabbis 
counted 613 commands in the law, of 
which 248 were positive orders and 365 
prohibitions), with no distinction drawn 
between ethical and ceremonial obliga- 
tions. There was a tendency, however, 
among the Pharisees of Jesus’ day to 
recognize a gradation within these pre- 
cepts of the law, to account some great 
in the sense of fundamental and others 
small in the sense of derivative. But 
since this distinction tended to make 
men think of the ‘light’? commandment 
as less binding than the ‘‘weigthy’”’ or 
grave ones, and so to leave the former 
undone, many teachers objected to such 
an attempt. Later rabbis insisted that 
there were ‘‘no greater and no less com- 
mandments.”’ This particular scribe, no 
doubt, thought that here was a great 
teacher who could throw some light on 
the problem, that possibly there was an 
opportunity here to get an answer to the 
standing question about the First Com- 
mandment. Which, amid the madden- 
ing maze of rules, was the most essen- 
tial? 

The First Commandment, Jesus re- 
plied, was that taken from Deuteronomy 
6:4-5, which Moses himself had de- 
clared epitomized all God’s require- 
ments (Dt. 6:1-3), which was repeated 
every morning and evening in the 
temple as a call to worship: ‘‘Hear, O 
Israel; the Lord our God, the Lord is 
one: and you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind, and 


JUNE 16, 1952 


with all your strength.” 

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one’’—in these words, Jesus 
proclaims, as Moses had done before 
him, 


“that man’s ultimate allegiance may 
not be divided. It was the greatest ser- 
vice which the Hebrew religion rendered 
a world full of idolatry and tribal gods. 
Nor is that service less needed in 
our twentieth-century world, so full of 
vigorous idolatry. Aldous Huxley has 
pointed out that one unexpected result 
of the decay of a genuine monotheism 
has been the spread of polytheism. 
Some of the old gods of Greek and 
Roman mythology have _ flourishing 
cults: Venus, the symbol of sex; Mars, 
the god of war; Minerva, the patron 
goddess of intellect; Vulcan, the iron- 
monger, the symbol of an industrial civ- 
ilization.’’ (Halford E. Luccock in The 
Interpreter’s Bible.) 


“And you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind, and 
with all your strength’—in modern 
language, Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart and mind and 
will, and in each case with all thy 
might; intellect, affection and will are 
to be put entirely at his disposal. 


Luccock says again: 

“The truth here enunciated is a tre- 
mendous one, with relevance to 
every thought and act of life. Jesus 
says clearly that no number of acts can 
fulfill God’s requirements. God asks 
the giving of the whole personality .... 
All of a man’s being, his moral nature, 
his emotion, his intellect, his energy, 
must go into his love of God if that love 
is to be acceptable to God and adequate 
for the shaping of his own life. When 
we give to God a mere fraction of our- 
selves, God himself becomes a mere 
fraction of what he might be to us. 

“Great stress should be laid on the 
words ‘with all your mind.’ That stress 
is always needed; but we can say with- 
out exaggeration that the need grows 
greater as life and the world become 
more complicated, and simple solutions 
of complex problems become more and 
more impossible. Then the need of 
brains and intelligence in religion is in- 
tensified. Yet is is just the dedication 
of the mind to the love of God which is 
so often withheld .... The character 
in H. G. Well’s Croquet Player spoke for 
many as he responded to the appeal for 
help in preventing World War II: ‘I 
am willing to fall in with anything 
promising. But if I am to think, that is 
too much.’ Loving God with the mind 
means more than the joy of intellectual 
apprehension; it means also the willing- 
ness to have our minds changed into 
harmony with his mind, to give up our 
settled ways, to surrender our cherished 
prejudices. Nothing less than that is 
loving God.”’ 


Ii. Thou Shalt Love Thy Neighbor As 
Thyself 


The scribe had not asked for a Second 
Commandment; nevertheless Jesus pro- 
ceeded to add it. Why? Assuredly it 
must have been because without it the 
First Commandment is incomplete. To 
love God is the first and great command- 
ment, but there is a second like unto it, 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self. On these two commandments the 
whole law hangeth and the prophets.” 
One of the disciplese who heard Jesus 
later elaborated the thought: “If any 
one says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
And this commandment we have from 
him, that he who loves God should love 
his brother also” (I Jn. 4:20-21). One 
of the tragedies of Christian history is 
that so often professed followers of 
Christ have not realized that this is an 
indissoluble union. Love to God finds 
its only adequate fulfillmen in love to 
one’s neighbor. But there is another 
aspect to this relationship. Love to 
one’s neighbor must be rooted in love of 
God if it is to be wise (not mere senti- 
mentality); if it is to endure (even 
when we meet persistent unfriendliness, 
or sheer unloveliness) ; if it is to be uni- 
versal (excluding none—no race, no 
class, no individual). 

The Second Commandment is also 
taken from the Old Testament. It does 
not, however, occupy the commanding 
position of the first, but is brought in 
only incidentally in Leviticus 19:18, 
where it is parallel to such command- 
ments as, ‘“‘Thou shalt not sow thy field 
with two kinds of seed.’’ Moreover in 
Moses’ law “neighbor” is quite evidently 
restricted to fellow-Jews, while Jesus 
widened the meaning to fellowman, to 
anyone who has a need which we can 
help to meet. (Cf. Luke 10:30-37.) 

The Second Commandment does not 
merely enjoin love for one’s neighbor, 
but also for one’s self. Love for our 
neighbor is not to blind us to our own 
needs, our own rights; concern for our 
own wants is not to make us careless 
of the needs of our fellowmen. We are 
to love God with all our heart, mind and 
will. We are to love our neighbors even 
as we do ourselves. 

To avoid popular misconceptions we 
should note that the Greek word which 
is translated ‘‘love’’ applies to the voli- 
tions rather than to the emotions, to the 
will rather than to the affections. Love 
to God manifests itself primarily in 
obedience. As Jesus said, “If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments, and abide in his love” 
(Jn. 15:10). To love one’s neighbor is 
to cherish goodwill toward him, to ba 
ready to aid him, when the opportunity 
offers, whether we like him or no. To 
love one’s self means to lose one’s life 
in order that he may find it (Mark 8: 
35). 
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If I love God with all my heart and 
soul and mind. [ shall obey the first 
four commandments given by Moses: 
I shall not put any other gods before 
him; [I shall not worship any imitation 
of God; I shall not take his name in 
vain; I shall not fail to observe the Sab- 
bath day. But all these commandments 
except the last are negative. They pre- 
sent, as it were, God’s minimum require- 
ments. Jesus’ great commandment is 
positive. It requires the maximum of 
devotion and service. 

The second of Jesus’ great command- 
ments applies in similar fashion to the 
second table of Moses’ law. If I love my 
neighbor as myself, [ shall not kill him, 
nor commit adultery, nor steal, nor bear 
false witness against him, nor covet his 
possessions. I will desire my neighbor’s 
rest on the Sabbath as [ desire my own. 
I will honor and reverence my parents. 
But these commandments of Moses, as 
the others, are a sort of minimum re- 
quirement, an enumeration of specific 
things that I must be careful to refrain 
from doing—again a sort of negative 
righteousness. But Jesus’ Second Com- 
mandment involves a positive attitude 
toward my neighbor—‘‘not just a re- 
fraining from outward acts of enmity, 
not just the restraining of my covetous 
nature with regard to his possessions, 
but a positive desire for his good that 
will express itself in outward acts of 
definite goodwill.’’ Love, then, is the 
fulfillment of the law. Man’s whole 
duty toward God and man is summed up 
in this single requirement. 


Ill. ‘“‘As I Have Loved You” 


Further light is thrown on the mean- 
ing of Christian love by Jesus’ words as 
reported in John 13:34-35. It was the 
night before the crucifixion, the eve of 
the Last Supper. Before the meal was 
begun, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, 
saying, “I have given you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done 
to you.”” After the meal was ended, he 
said, ‘“‘A new commandment I[ give to 
you, that you love one another; even as 
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I have loved you.” 

What did Jesus mean by calling this 
anew commandment? He had already 
commanded his disciples to love God 
and to love their neighbors. In what 
sense, then, was it new? The chief ele- 
ment seems to be the new standard in- 
volved, the new example that has been 
given. Christians are to love one an- 
other even as Christ loved us. But 
Christ gives us not a new understanding 
of what love requires of us, but also a 
new inspiration and a new power to 
realize the ideal. As Arthur John Gos- 
sip writes in The Interpreter’s Bible: 


“But realize the love of Christ and 
one has to do something about it, must 
respond to it, must catch the infection 
of it, must reproduce what one can of it 
in one’s dealings with his fellows. And 
it happens! We love, so John explains 
in his epistle, we seek to bear ourselves 
unselfishly and helpfully toward those 
about us, because God has first loved 
us; and we cannot accept all that from 
him and yet drift on ourselves in the old 
hard, self-centered way. 


“And so Christ lays it down that what 
he wishes to be the distinguishing mark 
of his people, what is inevitably to dif- 
ferentiate real believers from outsiders, 
the something extra and special that he 
gives which others cannot show, is the 
kindly, unselfish, generous way they 
have of using life, a way that simply 
does not occur to non-Christian folk, but 
which, when seen, strikes and arrests 
them. That is to be the characteristic 
of a Christian, giving him the one valid 
claim to rank as such, the only title 
deeds to the name that will be honored 
and accepted. By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 


There has been a tendency through 
the years to erect other tests of Chris- 
tian discipleship. ‘‘Orthodoxy of belief, 
correctness of conduct, earnestness of 
efforts to extend the kingdom, these and 
many other tests have been applied, 
while the one great test given by Jesus 
has been forgotten.’’ Certainly our love 
for one another, within the local church, 
or within the various branches of the 
church of Jesus Christ is not the thing 
which always strikes the non-Christian 
observer. And no doubt that is one of 
the reasons why we make such slow pro- 
gress. In the golden days of the church, 
the days when it was making such rapid 
progress in spite of the Roman persecu- 
tion, it was vastly different. As Tertul- 
lian, the great Christian apologist said, 
“The working of such love puts a brand 
upon us, for, see, say the heathen, how 
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they love one another.” 

And yet, with all our failure as Chris- 
tians, no person, no movement has yet 
arisen which can begin to compete with 
Jesus Christ in the inspiration he af- 
fords for serving one’s fellowman. Ag 
Gossip says: 


“It is Christianity that has created 
and chiefly maintains this enormous, 
worldwide, multisided thing that we cal] 
charity, which was almost unknown till 
Christ taught people to be hurt by 
others’ sufferings and to rise up and 
hurry to their aid. And to this day it 
is the Christians who cheerfully bear 
the main burden of what is being done 
for those in every kind of trouble and 
difficulty and disability, not feeling it 
to be a burden but wanting to come in 
and lend a hand, as others do not. Be- 
cause instinctively a real Christian 
plans and lives his life more generously, 
helpfully and lovingly than does the 
average outsider.” 


Jesus emphasizes the importance of 
love again in Jn. 15:9-14: “As the 
Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my 
love .. ” We are given clearly to 
understand that Jesus wants us not 
merely to believe in him as the Son of 
God and our Savior from sin; he wants 
us to live in accordance with his way 
of life, to love God with all our being 
and our neighbor as ourselves. This 
last commandment is the one that Jesus 
emphasizes: ‘This is my commandment 
that you love one another as [I have 
loved you’”’ (vs. 12). The words which 
follow show us that Christ’s love is to be 
measured by his death. “Love such as 
that, love to the point of sacrifice even 
of life, is to be the bond between his 
disciples.”’ 

“These things I have spoken unto 
you,’ added Jesus, ‘“‘that my joy may be 
in you, and that your joy may be full.” 


“ ‘Christianity.’ writes Principal L. P. 
Jacks, ‘is the most joyous of all the re- 
ligions of mankind.’ No one can study 
the Master’s own religious life without 
being impressed by his invincible joy- 
ousness: ‘He for the joy that was set 
before him, endured the cross!’ We re- 
main strangers to one of the vital sec- 
rets of the life of Christ and the life of 
a Christian until we have received the 
happy radiance native to our faith. 
This joy is closely associated with the 
three classic virtues mentioned by St. 
Paul in the 13th chapter of First Cor- 
inthians: with faith, for there is no joy 
in a philosophy which assumes that the 
world is an accident of bio-chemistry; 
with hope, for there is no joy in an esti- 
mate of life that is erected upon a foun- 
dation of unyielding despair; and with 
love, for there is no joy in selfishness or 
in cynicism or in hate. Along these 
three lines the Christian is most likely 
to find the joy that our Lord left as an 
imperishable legacy to his followers.” 
—Alexander E. Kerr in The Upward 
Look. 


Lesson commentary based on “Tnter- 
national Sunday School] Lessons: The In- 
ternational Bible Lessons for Christian 
Teaching,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Di- 
vision of Christian Education, National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U. & A. 
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ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from page 7) 
More complete account of this address 
later.—Eds. ) 
Spontaneous and enthusiastic ap- 
plause followed the Baird message. 


Assistants Are Named 

Assistants to the Moderator, author- 
ized by the Assembly’s standing rules, 
were named by Dr. Alexander to facili- 
tate the dispatch of the docket, all rul- 
ing elders: T. O. Andrew, Atlanta; J. C. 
Montgomery, Salem, Va.; John T. Gray, 
Jr. Memphis; P. F. Howerton, Char- 
lotte; and Artie Barnett, Dallas. 

The worship orders, which had been 
arranged by Wallace M. Alston, who 
preached the Assembly’s opening ser- 
mon (see page 5), opened each regular 
session of the Assembly. 

Most lively discussion in the Assem- 
bly up to that time came when the 
standing committee asked for action on 
the overture seeking to rescind an ac- 
tion of the Reorganization whereby the 
church year would be kept as at present 
on an April 1-March 31 basis. The Re- 
organization recommended and the As- 
sembly had approved making the church 
year conform to the calendar year. 
Rather vigorous debate came on this 
question but when the vote was taken 
only a handful of commissioners voted 
for the April 1-March 31 year. Early 
action on the question was necessary in 
order that budgets and schedules could 
be set up. Ben L. Rose, Bristol pastor, 
outlined reasons why the calendar year 
should be followed and Chas. E. Rear- 
ick, Pleasant Hill, Mo., elder said his 
church had followed the system for 
four years and “wouldn’t change back 
for love nor money.”’ 

W. E. Price presented the ad interim 
report on insurance (OUTLOOK, Apr. 
21) advising against provision of a 
church owned operation to make cer- 
tain benefits available to the churches 
at a saving. No one attempted to de- 
bate the question and the report was 
adopted. Paul Edris, Daytona Beach, 
Fla., pastor, explained that a deacon 
in his church, an insurance man, had 
originated the idea. He said, in answer 
to the charge that it would put the 
church in competition with the business 
of its members ,that the church is now 
in competition in certain activities: the 
annuity fund, the John Knox press, the 
production of literature. This plan, he 
said, would give an opportunity for the 
church to conserve significant funds to 
its own benefit. 

The $2,000,000 campaign for Negro 
work and Stillman College was given 
cordial support, with a unanimous vote. 
Richard R. Potter, now an Air Corps 
chaplain, will direct the campaign. 


FRIDAY EVENING 
Christian Education presented por- 
tions of its work at the evening meet- 
ing. President John R. Cunningham, 
Davidson College, spoke on theological 
education. Then the publications di- 
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vision of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion gave an attractive presentation of 
its work, against an elaborate back- 
ground of scenes planed and produced 
by Clinton Harris, director of division. 
Cameron D. Deans and John Linton 
spoke to the Assembly on the work of 
their departments in this division. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Following a morning of committee 
meetings, the Assembly came together 
to hear a report on the joint hymnal. 
Portions of the report were not clear, 
however, and needing additional infor- 
mation, it was docketed for completion 
on Monday. 

Montreat was voted as the meeting 
place for the Assembly in 1953 and by 
special action the time was advanced 
one week—to June 4. There was no 
other invitation. 

Dr. Cunningham presented the report 
of the ad interim committee considering 
the place and work of the Presbyterian 
Foundation (Trustees of the General 
Assembly). A unanimous vote. sus- 
tained the committee, leaving the office 
as at present in Charlotte, N. C., reduc- 
ing the number of trustees and electing 
new ones, and putting promotional re- 
sponsibility in the office of the General 
Council. 

Henry Wade DuBose presented the 
first of the standing committee reports 
—on Synodical Records. (The commit- 
tee on the Office of the General Assem- 
bly is recommending abolition of the 
synodical records committee and as- 
signment of its duties to Judicial Busi- 
ness. ) 

The early days of the Assembly were 
marked, however, by the long debate 
and the involved parliamentary proced- 
ure of Saturday afternoon when the 
Committee on Judicial Business re- 
ported on two items. First came a re- 
commendation that the complete record 
in the long-debated Richardson case be 
printed in the Assembly’s Minutes at the 
request of the Session of the First 
church, Greensboro, N. C. Chief item 
had to do with bearing the expense of 
the printing. Action was deferred un- 
til the standing committee reconsiders 
and reports back. 

The real debate, however, came on 


the church property question. Atlanta 
Presbytery, again, had asked the As- 
sembly to express its judgment on the 
charter of its Westminster church. Two 
years ago the presbytery had pointed 
out certain features of its charter which 
were designed to make it entirely auton- 
omous, without responsibility to any 
Presbyterian body in its property rela- 
tionships. The presbytery had been ad- 
vised in 1950 to have the charter 
amended to make it ‘“‘conform to the 
Book of Church Order. Now the char- 
ter, otherwise the same, has a line 
which says it conforms to the govern- 
ment of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
but still declares in the same words as 
before that its property right is abso- 
lute. 

More than two hours were spent in 
this debate, marked chiefly by parlia- 
mentary tangles, motions before other 
motions, ete. The committee, John Mc- 
Sween, chairman, recommended that the 
amended statement be approved, be- 
cause the Book of Church Order is not 
clear on the property question, though 
he indicated that there are other Pres- 
byterian principles which would make 
the statement questionable. The coin- 
mittee was unanimous in its recommen- 
dation, though some members agreed 
that the Book of Church Order was de- 
ficient in this regard. 

Whenever the church property has 
been before the Assembly in former 
years overwhelming votes have been 
given in sustaining the Presbyterian 
principle as over against congregational 
policy, but it seemed on Saturday after- 
noon that a majority of the commission- 
ers were willing to follow the commit- 
tee’s recommendation. 

Efforts were made to have the com- 
plete charter before the body before 
voting, or to have an ad interim commit- 
tee study the entire question. The Mod- 
erator, Dr. Alexander, just before recess 
at 5:30 proposed that the Assembly ap- 
prove the Westminster charter and also 
appoint the committee. However, when 
debate began on that point, indicating 
that such an action might establish a 
dangerous precedent, he adjourned the 
meeting, with the debate to be resumed 
early Monday morning. 

(Continued next week) 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Charles A. Logan’s address in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., where he is to begin a new 
church, will be 1440 McGavock Road. 

Jos. M. Gettys from Richmond, Va., 
to 6622 Lake Shore Drive, Dallas, Texas. 

L. M. Kenendy, Jr., now in Wichita 
Falls, Texas (Fain Memorial), is at 
2205 Cooke. 

G. Dewey Kimbel, Woodland church, 
Louisville, Ky., is to be the new pastor 
at Bossier City, La. 

Malcolm L. Watson, who has been a 
missionary to Brazil, has become min- 
ister of education in the Park Lake 
church, Orlando, Fla. 

Robert W. Rayburn from Decatur, 
Ga., to Box 746, Route 9, Charlotte, N. 
Cc. 

James A. Jones, Charlotte, N. C., has 
declined the call issued him by the First 
Church, Atlanta, Ga. 

James Salanga, formerly pastor in 
Hinton, W. Va., who has been studying 
in Rome during the past year, has re- 
turned home and is ready to return to 
the pastorate. 








TOUR 

Alton H. Glasure, First church, St. 
Petersburg, Fla., will sail June 20 for 
the Mediterranean and the Holy Land, 
conducting a party of 25 on a 75-day 
tour. 


HONORED 

Hardy Liston, Sr., president of John- 
son C. Smith University, Charlotte, N. 
C., was among 33 distinguished alumni 
of the University of Chicago receiving 
citations of merit for public service 
June 7. He recently received an hon- 
orary degree from Maryville College. 


MODERATORS 

Andrew Prentice, minister of Trinity 
Church, Claughton Birkenhead, for 16 
years, was inaugurated as moderator of 
the Presbyterian General Assembly of 
England recently—in his own church. 


United Presbyterian 
Albany, Ore. (RNS)—James L. 
professor of Hebrew and of 
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Peace College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of North 
Carolina 

A Junior College combined with the 

last two years of preparatory school 

for girls who wish to complete high 

school work in a college atmosphere. 


Accredited. Transfer or terminal pro- 
grams offered in: 

Liberal Arts Home Economics 
Secretarial Pre-Nursing 
Music Art 
Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
tural, and social activities. For cata- 
log write: 

WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
Raleigh, N. C. 








Testament theology at Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Theological Seminary, was elected Mod- 
erator of the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America at its 94th 
General Assembly meeting here. 

James K. Stewart of Beverly Hills, 
Cal., was elected Vice Moderator. 

W. Kyle George, Youngstown, O., 
layman who is the retiring Moderator, 
told the General Assembly that he 
would like to see the Bible “read in 
every classroom in this land every morn- 
ing.”’ 

Mr. George said he also would like to 
see it read “as each shift begins work 
in the factory ...in every home before 
the family separates for the day. . 


before husband and wife start out for ay 
evening of entertainment ... in every 
courtroom where men, women and chi}. 
dren are on trial . . . before every cop. 
ference between management and labor 

. as the negotiators meet in Korea.” 


Ireland 

Belfast, Northern Ireland (RNS)—J, 
K. L. McKean of Comber, County Down, 
was installed here as new Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyter. 
ian Church in Ireland. He _ succeeds 
Hugh Mcellroy. Born in Belfast in 1906, 
Dr. McKean is a son of the late William 
McKean, a former Moderator of the 
Church. 





THE EYES OF THE 
ASSEMBLY 
ARE UPON THIS 
REMARKABLE COLLEGE 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


PURPOSES OF THE FOUNDERS 
PURSUING THE SAME HIGH 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President 


1952 








Peyton N. Rhodes, President 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Coeducational 


A four-year Liberal Arts College, offering a choice of courses 
leading to the bachelor’s degree. 
dentistry, theology, and engineering regard Southwestern’s 
pre-professional training with highest favor. 


Colleges of law, medicine, 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 








OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 


As fares Stillman, so 
fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 


Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
fm your will? 


@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 











ENROLL NOW FOR 
FALL SESSION—College or Preparatory 
SUMMER SCHOOL—College or Preparatory Department 
Educational Excellence. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Write for catalog. Box B—R Maxton, N. C. 


Department 


Christian Emphasis. 
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